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Knobel’s Proposal 

“Why is that grace not more evident in how we act?” 

1. Describing the Christian Difference

2. The Hypothesis of “Infused” Virtues: Already Present, Barely Felt

3. Allowing Infused Virtue to Become Operative in Our Lives 



Natural and Supernatural Virtue

Grace 
Perfects 
Nature



Three “Levels” of God’s Grace

1. How God Transforms Our Very Nature, Our Souls



Three “Levels” of God’s Grace

“Putting on Christ”

(first sense) 

2. Habits and Dispositions to Help Us to Act Well  

1. How God Transforms Our Very Nature, Our Souls



Three “Levels” of God’s Grace

3.  Concrete Acts of Grace “Putting on Christ”
(second sense) 

Beatitudes, good fruits, Rom 7:24-25

2. Habits and Dispositions to Help Us to Act Well  

1. How God Transforms Our Very Nature, Our Souls



Three “Levels” of God’s Grace

3.  Concrete Acts of Grace “Putting on Christ”
(second sense) 

Beatitudes, good fruits, Rom 7:24-25

2. Habits and Dispositions to Help Us to Act Well  

Graced Virtues (Contrary?) Dispositions

1. How God Transforms Our Very Nature, Our Souls



Ministerial Take-Aways

1. Trust in God’s Agency 
“I believe, help my unbelief!”

2.The Centrality and Power of 

God’s Forgiveness and Mercy 
“Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven…”
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